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Early Years 

Curriculum  

Early Years education is considered to 

be the essential foundation upon which 

all pupils build the rest of their lives and 

is an education that encompasses all 

learning.   

 

Students who are Nursery to KS1 age 

will automatically follow the Early Years 

Framework on entry to our school based 

around the Birth to Five framework.  

 Development is not an automatic 

process. It depends on each unique 

child having opportunities to interact in 

positive relationships and enabling 

environments. 

 

Learning is broken down into small 

steps and presented in a cross-

curricular manner rather than separate 

subjects for students to make links in 

knowledge and apply skills across a 

Areas of Engagement 

 In order to measure progress 
our students levels of              
engagement are observed and 
measured in order to help us 
plan next steps in learning. 

  

We observe: 

 Exploration—A love of learning 
and actively finding out more. 

 Realisation—Recognition and 
understanding of previous 
knowledge. 

 Anticipation—Anticipation as a 
result of previous knowledge or 
experience. 

 Persistence—Sticking with it! 

 Initiation—Beginning learning 
independently. 



Assessment 

Students progress is tracked  according to 

individuals EHCP Outcomes.   

 

We use the Birth to Five assessment    

system to track the developmental            

curriculum progress of learners. Students 

are judged as emerging, developing and 

secure in each of the curriculum 

development areas as a method of 

identifying  learners next steps and 

progress. The framework informs teachers 

on students next steps in learning.  
 

Parents and carers are able to access the 

software to view the progress of their 

pupils.  There is also a facility for parents to 

comment and contribute evidence to their 

learning profile building and valuing the 

relationship  between home and school. 

 

 

 Early Years 

Students learning on this pathway 

commonly present with the 

following needs: 

 - Communication and  

Interaction 

- Physical and Emotional Wellbeing 

 - Cognition and Learning 

 - Independence 

Within the EYFS there is a big 

focus on developmental milestones 

and learning appropriate to the 

stage of development. 

When students progress towards 

the end of the Early Years (KS1 

age) their learning style, needs and 

developmental level are assessed 

and students transition to the most 

appropriate pathway to meet their 

needs. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Organisation 

The curriculum is arranged into 6 learning 
areas which builds the foundations of the 
learning areas in the different pathways 
curriculums and  ensures coverage of the 
EYFS prime and specific areas.  

  

My Communication 

Communication and Language 

Communication, reading and 

 writing 

My Independence 

Personal Social and Emotional  

Development  

Self help and care, travel, 
PSHE, RSE 

 

My Body 

Physical Development 

Motor Skills, physio, OT, sport, games, 

Community Visits Our students 

regularly engage in visits within our 

community to teach life skills and 

prepare them for life in the world 

around them. 

 

Objects of reference, photos and 

picture Based Communication are 

used as  tools within our schools to 

facilitate communication.   This 

alongside Makaton and the use of AAC 

devices form a total communication 

approach. 

 

Sensory Drama & Play Circles is a 

method of developing interaction, 

communication, play skills and actions.  

Students participate in shared attention 

activities which replicate play routines 

to develop early skills. 

 

 

 



Curriculum Enrichment, 

Approaches and 

Interventions 

Attention Autism is an intervention model 

designed by Gina Davies, Specialist 

Speech and Language Therapist. It aims to 

develop natural and spontaneous 

communication through the use of visually 

based and highly motivating activities 

 

Tacpac is a sensory 

communication resource using touch 

and music to help communication and 

social skills. 

 

Specialist rooms: including the ball pit, 

sensory room and outdoor trampoline are 

used to offer opportunities for 

communication development through 

intensive interaction, social 

development sharing and playing 

with others as well as developing 

their gross motor skills. 

 

My Thinking  

Literacy Maths 

Number, ICT, Cognition and Learning, 
English 

 

                                 My Play  

Expressive Arts & Design  

Art, Music, Dance, Drama, Art & Music 
Therapies 

 

My World 

Understanding the World 

History, Geography, Citizenship,      
science, RE 

 

In addition to the core curriculum skills 
there is a strong focus on children’s   

individual EHCP targets which is 
responsive to students needs and 
builds on individual strengths and 

unique ways of learning. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes for Learning 

 

Learning is focussed around 
key themes to act as a             

stimulus for learning. The long 
term plan sets out broad 
themes such as Animal 

Kingdom  

These themes are then 
refined with learners interests 

in mind to ensure the 
curriculum is exciting and 
engaging. E.g. The farm, 

Minibeasts or the zoo.  

 Knowledge is built upon and 
reinforced through repetition 

to develop anticipation of 
events, secure skills in long 

term memory and help 
students to apply them in 

different contexts. 

The curriculum uses a multi 

sensory approach to make 

learning irresistible. Every 

moment of the school day is 

seen as a learning opportunity 

including play, lunch and toilet 

time.   

 

 

Students also develop their own 

learning interests through the 

use of continuous provision 

including outdoor learning. They 

also  take part in community 

visits to contextualise and apply 

their learning in  real life contexts 

and develop cultural capital. 


